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The Suffering Servant
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INTRODUCTION
In our last session, we saw how God continued using his School of Trust to heal 

our distorted image of him. Specifically, we covered the rise of the Jansenist 

heresy, which attempts to distort our understanding of God’s love and mercy. 

We saw how the Lord intervened through the revelation of the Sacred Heart 

to St. Margaret Mary, through the merciful moral theology of St. Alphonsus 

de Liguori, and through the Little Way of St. Thérèse of Lisieux. Still, his work 

was not over. In fact, the stage was being set for the Second Greatest Story Ever 

Told — in, of all places, the country of Poland.

OPENING PRAYER

Step 1

Step 2
Heavenly Father,  
we ask you for your guidance, wisdom, and insight  
as we continue our study of your Love and Mercy.  
Give us clear minds and attentive hearts 
as we watch, listen, and discuss.  
Allow us to grow closer as a group  
and nurture the bonds of our community.  
Fill us with your grace and draw us closer  
to the Sacred Heart of your Son.  
We ask all this in Jesus’s name  
and through the powerful intercession of our Blessed Mother,  
Mary, as we pray… 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  
Blessed art thou among women  
and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  
Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners  
now and in the hour of our death. Amen. 

VIEW VIDEO FOR EPISODE 3Step 3
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
[Go over these questions in your small group. It’s alright if your group only gets 
through a few of them during your discussion.]

1. What was your favorite part from the video? In other words, what most 
touched your heart or enlightened your mind?

2. For the backdrop of the Second Greatest Story Ever Told, it would seem that God 

would choose one of the great and powerful nations of the world. Instead, he chose 

Poland. Yes, God chose the country that, after its glory days in the sixteenth and 

seventeenth centuries, soon became one of the weakest in Europe.  In fact, as we 

learned in the video, Poland was eventually partitioned and wiped off the map of 

Europe in the eighteenth century. Then, after it rose again in the twentieth century, 

it went on to suffer the worst casualty rate of any country during the worst war in 

human history (World War II) and was then essentially conquered and ruled by the 

Soviet Union until 1989. 

Well, that’s why Poland is the perfect choice for the Second Greatest Story. After 

all, God himself said, “My power is made perfect in weakness” (2 Corinthians 12:9). 

And as St. Paul says, “But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise, 

God chose what is weak in the world to shame the strong, God chose what is low and 

despised in the world, even things that are not, to bring to nothing things that are” (1 

Corinthians 1:27-28). It was true in the first century, and it is true now. So, how does the 

lesson of God’s choice of Poland give you hope? In other words, how can you relate 

to Poland? For instance, do you ever feel insignificant, forgotten, overlooked, or 

unimportant? How, then, might God’s power reach perfection in you? 

3. God chose Poland because Poland was a “suffering servant.” It had been through 

great sufferings and hardships — partitions, invasions, death camps, brutal occupations 

— and yet, all the while, Poland didn’t lose hope. It kept the faith. In fact, Poland’s 

motto became, “Semper fideles,” meaning, “Always faithful.” How have you lived up to 

that motto during a time of suffering in your life? For instance, maybe it was a 

time when you stayed faithful to prayer when you were tempted to give it up. Or 

maybe it was during a time when you were tempted to give in to discouragement, 

but you kept trusting in God. 
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Step 4
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
4. God used Poland to save Vienna from a Muslim military invasion in 1683. 

Today, the threat of Islamic terrorism or terrorist acts is deeply impressed on 

many of our minds and hearts. What fears do you have in an age of world-

wide terrorism? How does your faith help you to deal with those fears?

5. After his great victory at Vienna over a 200,000-man army, King Jan 

Sobieski of Poland declared, “Veni, Vidi, Deus Vincit,” meaning, “I Came, I Saw, 

God Conquered.” Recall a time when God conquered some difficulty in your 

life. How did he do it? How did you thank him?     

6. The miracle on the Vistula was a modern-day David and Goliath victory. The 

Russians did not expect it. The world did not expect it. But the Poles did, because 

they believed in miracles. Unfortunately, it often seems that many Christians no 

longer believe in miraculous victories over great evil. Name one specific “Goliath” 

problem in the world today, one that would take a miracle to defeat. Then, 

explain your choice and share a plan of prayer and maybe action to help 

defeat that evil.  

7. In this episode, we focused on ways that God used Poland to save the world. 

Name one other historical miracle, blessing, or grace that affected or even 

changed history? What can we learn from it?   

8. This episode ended with a prophetic poem from 

the dark days of the partitions of Poland, a poem 

that announces the coming of a saint who would be 

a witness to hope. Which particular saint or who 

among your family or friends (past or present) 

especially gives you hope today? What about that 

person gives you hope? 

Step 4

Homework: Don’t forget to read and reflect on all 
the questions that you don’t cover during your 
small-group discussion!
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CONCLUSION 
This session’s video concluded with a quote from a poem called “Into the Midst 

of Riotous Squabblers,” written in the eighteenth century by the Polish poet 

Juliusz Slowacki: “Into the midst of riotous squabblers God sounds his gong; Here 

is the Slavic Pope, your new ruler; Make way, applaud.” These words provide a 

prophetic foreshadowing of events that will happen a hundred years later.  

These events will become the Second Greatest Story Ever Told. 

CLOSING PRAYER
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Heavenly Father,  
we thank you for the witness of the faithful people of God 
throughout history, known and unknown,  
who inspire us to greater faithfulness  
even in the face of adversity and oppression.  
Thank you for your Son, who saved them,  
and his Mother, who watched over them with love and care. 
Grant us the same as we go from here, desiring to live and 
serve you in both good times and bad.

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
 

Step 5
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