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INTRODUCTION
So far, we’ve learned how St. Margaret Mary helped protect God’s School of 

Trust from the Jansenist heresy aft er Jesus revealed to her his Sacred Heart. 

Th en, we saw how Poland, God’s “suff ering servant,” helped to save the 

civilized world through its fi delity to its Catholic faith. Now, in this session, 

we’ll see how Poland continues to play a vital role in God’s School of Trust 

through a saint who will become the central catalyst for the Second Greatest 

Story Ever Told. 

OPENING PRAYER

Step 1

OPENING PRAYERStep 2
Jesus, give me an intellect, 

a great intellect, for this only, 

that I may understand you bett er; 

because the bett er I get to know you, 

the more ardently will I love you. 

Jesus, I ask you for a powerful intellect, 

that I may understand divine and loft y matt ers. 

Jesus, give me a keen intellect 

with which I will get to know your Divine Essence 

and your indwelling, Triune life. 

Give my intellect these capacities and aptitudes 

by means of your special grace. 

Amen.

                     — Prayer of St. Faustina Kowalska  

(Diary, 1474)

VIEW VIDEO FOR EPISODE 4Step 3
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
[Go over these questions in your small group. It’s alright if your group only gets 
through a few of them during your discussion.]

1. What was your favorite part from the video? In other words, what most 
touched your heart or enlightened your mind?

2. At the beginning of this episode, we learned that St. Th érèse of Lisieux once 

appeared to St. Faustina Kowalska. Now, there’s something very interesting about their 

conversation, namely, St. Faustina’s preoccupation with wanting to become a saint. 

In fact, she asks St. Th érèse about becoming a saint no less than three times: “Will I 

go to heaven? Will I be a saint? Will I be a saint like you, raised to the altar?” Each 

time, Th érèse answers, “Yes.” Now, here are some questions: What does it mean to 

become a saint, anyway? How strong is your desire to become a saint? In other 

words, taking stock  of all the things you hold as important, where would you rate 

becoming a saint? What would it take to increase your desire for sanctity? 

3. It’s interesting that St. Th érèse responds to St. Faustina that she will become a 

saint but adds, “But you must trust in the Lord Jesus.” Well, a central part of both 

the Litt le Way of St. Th érèse and the Divine Mercy devotion is trust. In fact, St. 

Faustina’s mission includes helping us to trust. She writes, “O doubting souls, I will 

draw aside for you the veils of heaven to convince you of God’s goodness, so that 

you will no longer continue to wound with your distrust the sweetest heart of Jesus. 

God is love and Mercy” (Diary, 281). How does St. Faustina “draw aside” for us 

“the veils of heaven” to convince us of God’s goodness? More specifi cally, how 

has St. Faustina’s mission helped you to trust more in Jesus? (If you’re not very 

familiar with St. Faustina, then what saint, experience, or teach ing has helped 

you to trust in Jesus?)

4. Saint Faustina’s mission seems prett y important. Aft er all, the Lord told her, 

“You will prepare the world for My fi nal coming” (Diary, 429). And regarding Poland, 

he said, “From her will come forth the spark that will prepare the world for My fi nal 

coming” (Diary, 1732). Now, we know from Scripture that this does not mean that we 

know the day or the hour of the Lord’s coming (see Mt 24:36). So what do you 

think it does mean? How is it diff erent from other apocalyptic messages that 

are fi lled with doom and gloom? How can you help prepare the world for the 

Lord’s fi nal coming?

Session 4   |   Faustina and the Spread of Divine Mercy
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
5. Th e Divine Mercy message and devotion brought great comfort to people who 

suff ered the devastating eff ects of World War II, and it continues to comfort people 

amid the darkness of the modern world. Aft er all, it’s a message of consolation and 

hope, a message of God’s compassion for those who are suff ering, and a message of 

a Love that’s more powerful than evil. 

Now, of course, Divine Mercy is the message of the Gospel. It’s the heart of 

what we read in Sacred Scripture. Alright, but if Jesus revealed everything in 

the Bible (which  he did), then what’s the point of all the Divine Mercy Images, 

prayer cards, and Divine Mercy Sunday? In other words, why do you think 

St. Faustina’s message is so important that Jesus would also give us all these 

diff erent expressions of it?      

6. Consider the following facts. (1) Blessed Michael Sopocko, St. Faustina’s spiritual 

director, confi dently urged Fr. Joseph Jarzebowski, MIC, to make a highly improbable 

escape from Poland to the United States during World War II, carrying with him 

information on the Divine Mercy message and devotion — and Fr. Jarzebowski not 

only made it to America but spread the devotion far and wide. (2) Th e very fi rst thing 

that St. John XXIII dealt with as Pope was a decree that would have forever prohibited 

St. Faustina’s message, but he himself intervened to stop it, approving only a ban that 

could be lift ed. (3) In her Diary, St. Faustina foretold the temporary ban on the Divine 

Mercy message and devotion and the dramatic way that God would act with power 

to reinstate it. (4) Six months aft er the ban was lift ed, the bishop who had taken the 

initiative to get it lift ed was elected Pope John Paul II. 

Now, any one of these facts by itself is amazing. But all of 

them together is a script that only God could write. Yet this is 

only a small part of the Second Greatest Story Ever Told! So, 

in the story up to this point, what’s your favorite part? Th e 

story of the Sacred Heart? St. Alphonsus de Liguori? St. 

Th érèse of Lisieux? Th e history of Poland? (For instance, 

King Jan Sobieski, the Miracle on the Vistula, or Slowaski’s 

poetic prophecy?) Or one of the points above? Why is it your 

favorite part?   

SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
5.

Step 4
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION

7. Saint Faustina had a great love for her spiritual director, Blessed Michael Sopocko, 

because she saw how much he suff ered to give glory to God’s mercy. For instance, 

many times, through mystic visions, she would see him so tired yet working at his 

desk for the great work of Divine Mercy. She was also aware of the harsh persecutions 

he would have to undergo. At the same time, she oft en saw how Jesus looked at Fr. 

Sopocko with so much love and how grateful the Lord was to have such a faithful 

friend. Now, imagine how Jesus also looked on St. Faustina and St. John Paul II with 

so much love because they also poured themselves out to glorify his mercy. Okay, 

so are you willing to be a faithful friend to Jesus, even if it comes with a cost? 

Are you willing to go out of your comfort zone to glorify God’s mercy? Or, like 

Faustina sometimes did, do you avoid Jesus and keep a distance? Before you 

answer, consider the Lord’s promise recorded in the Diary of St. Faustina: “Souls 

who spread the honor of My Mercy I shield through their entire lives as a tender 

mother her infant, and at the hour of death I will not be a Judge for them, but 

the Merciful Savior” (Diary, 1075). What one or two actions might you take to 

increase others’ awareness of God’s Mercy? 

8. Th anks to Fr. Joseph Jarzebowski and his brothers in the Marian Fathers of the 

Immaculate Conception, the Divine Mercy message and devotion has gone out 

to the whole world from Eden Hill, home of the National Shrine of the Divine 

Mercy in Stockbridge, Massachusett s. Have you ever visited the Shrine? What 

was your experience? What is the main intention you would bring with you 

if you did go on a pilgrimage to the Shrine of Divine Mercy? Or would your 

pilgrimage be one of thanksgiving? For what gift  of Divine Mercy would you 

thank God? (To learn more about the Shrine, visit Th eDivineMercy.org.) 

Homework: Don’t forget to read and refl ect on all 
the questions that you don’t cover during your 
small-group discussion!

Step 4
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Step 5 CONCLUSION 
From Jesus’s message to St. Faustina to the arrival of Cardinal Archbishop Karol 

Wojtyla, we have seen dramatic twists and turns in God’s School of Trust. Next 

time, we’ll look at the man who takes center stage in the Second Greatest Story 

Ever Told. In closing, let us pray with St. Faustina…

CLOSING PRAYER

                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     

CLOSING PRAYER

O merciful God, You do not despise us, 

but lavish Your graces on us continuously. 

You make us fi t to enter Your kingdom, 

and in Your goodness You grant that human beings 

may fi ll the places vacated by the ungrateful angels. 

O God of great mercy, 

who turned Your sacred gaze away 

from the rebellious angels 

and turned it upon contrite man, 

praise and glory be to Your unfathomable mercy. 

         — Prayer of St. Faustina Kowalska  

              (Diary, 1339)
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NOTES
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