
DIV
M

in the Second GreateSt Story ever told

GUIDEBOOK 
Questions for Review and Discussion

Session 5

Fr. Michael Gaitley, MIC



Nihil Obstat: Fr. Luis Granados, DCJM, S.T.D. Censor Deputatus
Imprimatur: Most Reverend Samuel J. Aquila, S.T.L., Archbishop of Denver 
December 9, 2015

Imprimi Potest:
Very Rev. Kazimierz Chwalek, MIC
Provincial Superior
The Blessed Virgin Mary, Mother of Mercy Province
November 16, 2015

Copyright © 2016 Augustine Institute—Marian Fathers of the Immaculate Conception of the
B.V.M. All rights reserved.

With the exception of short excerpts used in articles and critical reviews, no part of this work 
may be reproduced, transmitted, or stored in any form whatsoever, printed or electronic, 
without the prior permission of the publishers. 

Diary of St. Maria Faustina Kowalska: Divine Mercy in My Soul © 1987 Marian Fathers of the 
Immaculate Conception 

Writers: Fr. Michael E. Gaitley, MIC, and Paul McCusker
Media Production:  Steven Flanigan, Justin Leddick, Ted Mast, Kevin Mallory, Aurora Cerulli,  

Matthew Krekeler, Lucas Pollice, Connie Graves, and John Schmidt.
Print Production: Ann Diaz, Sarah Chichester, Brenda Kraft, Jane Myers, and Devin Schadt 

Augustine Institute 
6160 South Syracuse Way, Suite 310
Greenwood Village, CO 80111 
Information: 303-937-4420 

AugustineInstitute.org
Formed.org

Marian Helpers Center
Stockbridge, MA 01263
Prayerline: 1-800-804-3823
HAPP: 1-877-200-4277 
www.TheDivineMercy.org
www.MarianMissionaries.org
www.AllHeartsAfire.org

Printed in the United States of America 
978-0-9966768-7-8

Vilnius Image of Divine Mercy that appears throughout this Guidebook: © Marian Fathers of 
the Immaculate Conception of the B.V.M. Used with permission.





Proclaim This Message

32  |   Divine Mercy  |  in the second greatest story ever told 

INTRODUCTION
In the last session, we looked at the powerful ways the modern message of 

Divine Mercy spread toward the end of St. Faustina’s life and especially after 

her death. We saw the twists and turns in the acceptance of that message 

throughout the Church and how it prevailed through the efforts of the man 

who would go on to become both pope and saint: John Paul II.

We’ll now explore the life of St. John Paul II and how this great message of 

Divine Mercy impacted him and his work — and how he would proclaim that 

message to the entire world. 

OPENING PRAYER

Step 1

Step 2
Heavenly Father, open our minds,  

cleanse our hearts, strengthen our bodies,  

and quicken our souls to your Word  

as it is revealed in our time together now.  

We ask this in Jesus’s name  

and through the powerful intercession  

of our Blessed Mother, Mary… 

Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  

Blessed art thou amongst women  

and blessed is the fruit of thy womb, Jesus.  

Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners  

now and in the hour of our death.  

Amen. 

VIEW VIDEO FOR EPISODE 5Step 3
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Step 4SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
[Go over these questions in your small group. It’s alright if your group only 
gets through a few of them during your discussion.]

1. What was your favorite part from the video? In other words, what most 
touched your heart or enlightened your mind?

2. Saint John Paul II recognized that “in the designs of providence, there are no mere 

coincidences.” Now, as we’re learning about the Second Greatest Story Ever Told, it’s 

impossible to miss the hand of God’s providence guiding and directing the events 

for the glory of God’s mercy. Okay, so what about in your own life? Describe 

something from your past where only God could have written the script. In 

other words, what is one event from your life where God’s providence was 

clearly guiding and directing things?  

3. Saint John Paul II saw the message of Divine Mercy as “doubtlessly a sign of the 

times” and a “special task” assigned to him by God “in the present situation of man, 

the Church, and the world.” Alright, but what is it about our times and our present 

situation that points to mercy? It’s the widespread evil.

God loves us so much that he doesn’t want the evil in our lives and in our world to 

have the final word. And so, he gives us his mercy, the mercy that John Paul defines 

as “the specific manner in which love is revealed … in the face of the reality of the evil 

that is in the world.” 

Now, of course, there are great blessings in the modern world. But, again, there are 

also great and even unprecedented evils. So, what are some of the specific evils of 

our time? In other words, what are the widespread sins that cause the great need 

for mercy today? Have these evils gotten better or worse since his death in 2005? 

4. Saint John Paul II’s encyclical letter Dives in Misericordia, meaning “Rich in 

Mercy,” culminates in a call from the Pope to all of us to cry out for mercy, even 

with “loud cries.” Specifically, we’re to cry out for mercy in the name of those who 

don’t believe there is a God and who don’t know there is mercy. We’re to cry out for 

mercy in the face of the evils discussed in the previous question. We’re to cry out  

for mercy in the midst of our own personal sins.

—St. John Paul II’s homily at beatification of St. Faustina, April 1993
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
Now, of course, the Pope isn’t recommending that we belt out loud pleas for mercy 

while we’re in a crowded church or in our homes while others are asleep. And he’s 

certainly not advocating that we draw attention to ourselves when we pray. What he 

does mean is that we should pray with fervor and heartfelt compassion. So, when was 

the last time you pleaded for the world with such fervor and compassion? What 

was it about? Why is it difficult to sometimes pray in such a way for strangers? 

How might you get into the habit of calling out to God for mercy with “loud 

cries” for the needs of the world?   

5. The Great Jubilee Year of 2000 was a year of mercy, and the mercy of that year 

particularly abounded on April 30, Divine Mercy Sunday. On that joyful day, Pope 

John Paul II canonized St. Faustina, passed the message of Divine Mercy on to the 

new millennium, gave an amazing homily about the gentle face of Christ depicted in 

the Image of Divine Mercy and the consoling prayer, “Jesus, I trust in you,” declared 

Divine Mercy Sunday an official Feast of the Church, said it was the happiest day of 

his life, and fulfilled the amazing prophecy that St. Faustina recorded in her Diary 

where she actually witnessed that day. What for you is the most amazing aspect 

of that marvelous day? Why? What great graces have you received on Divine 

Mercy Sunday? How will you prepare yourself to receive even greater graces on 

the next Divine Mercy Sunday?      

6. As we learned in the video, in August 2002, St. John Paul II made his last pilgrimage 

to Poland, and, at the dedication of the Shrine of Divine Mercy, he gave what is probably 

his most remarkable homily on Divine Mercy, an event that seems to have been 

prophesied in the Diary of St. Faustina. Read the stirring conclusion of that homily now: 

How greatly today’s world needs God’s mercy. … Today, 

therefore, in this Shrine, I wish solemnly to entrust the 

world to Divine Mercy. I do so with the burning desire 

that the message of God’s merciful love, proclaimed here 

through St. Faustina, may be made known to all the peoples 

of the earth and fill their hearts with hope. May this 

message radiate from this place to our beloved homeland 

Step 4
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and throughout the world. May the binding promise of the Lord Jesus be 

fulfilled: from here there must go forth “the spark which will prepare the 

world for [the Lord’s] final coming.” … This spark needs to be lighted by the 

grace of God. This fire of mercy needs to be passed on to the world. In the 

mercy of God the world will find peace and mankind will find happiness!

What are your thoughts after reading these remarkable words from the great 

mercy Pope? What particular statement strikes you the most and why? 

7. While St. John Paul’s II’s homily for the dedication of the Divine Mercy Shrine is 

probably his most remarkable homily on mercy, perhaps his most eloquent statement 

on the topic came not in words but rather in the circumstances of the very end of 

his life: The Pope went home to his eternal reward on the vigil of the very feast he 

established (Divine Mercy Sunday) shortly after receiving Holy Communion. Truly, 

in the designs of providence, there are no coincidences, and that event was a divine 

stamp on the importance of the Divine Mercy message and a reminder that God’s 

promise is true: He shields those who spread Divine Mercy throughout their lives and 

their deaths will be happy ones. 

Now, think about your own death. Think about the fact that life is short. Think 

about the fact that at any time your life could suddenly come to an end. Well, in 

view of all that, how can your life become a story of Divine Mercy? How can 

your life become a witness to the most important message of our time? How 

can your life become a living sign and image of Divine Mercy to others? In 

other words, what can you do in your interactions with others, in your parish 

life, or in your prayer to glorify and live Divine Mercy?

8. As we learned in the video, Pope John Paul II got to write out his last words to 

humanity. And in those words, he said, “How much the world needs to understand 

and accept Divine Mercy! … Lord, [I] believe in you and confidently repeat to you 

today: Jesus, I trust in you, have mercy on us and on the whole world.” 

If you could write your own final words as a message to humanity, what 

might they be? What would you say?

Homework: Don’t forget to read and reflect on all 
the questions that you don’t cover during your 
small-group discussion!

Session 5   |   Proclaim This Message

SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION Step 4

—Eucharistic celebration for the repose of the soul of Pope John Paul II



Step 5 CONCLUSION 
As we close, let’s think about the prayer, “Jesus, I trust in you.” Through that 

prayer, we place our trust in Jesus Christ, who is Divine Mercy incarnate. Yet, 

trust is not always easy — and it’s not something we do once, but again and 

again. As we continue the Second Greatest Story, we’ll see examples of how we 

can learn to trust.

CLOSING PRAYER

                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     

Heavenly Father,  

we believe that all who say the words,  

“Jesus, I trust in you,”  

with sincerity of heart  

will come to experience your mercy.  

And so we pray,  

Jesus, I trust in you.  

Jesus, I trust in you.  

Jesus, I trust in you. 

Amen.
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NOTES
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