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INTRODUCTION
In our last session, we saw the miraculous drama of Fatima play out against a 

world engulfed in war. We’ll now see how other dramatic events bring together 

the power of Divine Mercy in the Second Greatest Story Ever Told. 

OPENING PRAYER

Step 1

Step 2
Heavenly Father,  

we echo the words of St. John Paul the Great,  

who called out to Mary in his time of need,  

and recognized that any suffering in his life  

was an opportunity for you  

to provide special graces —  

not only for him, but for the entire Church.  

We ask now for the grace to understand  

and live out your mercy to all those around us,  

even those who would attempt to do us harm.  

We ask all this in Jesus’s name. Amen.
  —Adapted from words of Pope John Paul II,

           spoken shortly after the events of May 13, 1981

VIEW VIDEO FOR EPISODE 7Step 3
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
[Go over these questions in your small group. It’s alright if your group only gets 
through a few of them during your discussion.]

1. What was your favorite part from the video? In other words, what most 
touched your heart or enlightened your mind?

2. The Third Secret of Our Lady of Fatima came true … but not completely. The 

“bishop dressed in white,” the Pope, was indeed shot — but he did not die. Why 

not? Well, because as the future Pope Benedict XVI put it, “The future is not in fact 

unchangeably set, … [it] is in no way a film preview of a future in which nothing 

can be changed.” Moreover, he said that the whole point of the vision was to bring 

freedom onto the scene, to steer it in a positive direction, and to mobilize the forces of 

change in the right direction. In short, prayer can change things. Grace and mercy can 

work miracles.

Sometimes you may be tempted to write people off, including yourself, thinking 

that they or their situation (or you and your situation) will never change for the 

better. Well, that is the definition of despair. But hope says differently. Hope says that 

God’s grace can bring about change in a positive direction — though it leaves God 

room to bring it about in his way and in his time. So, where could you use this kind 

of hope in your life? In other words, where do you need the good news that God’s 

grace can change any situation or problem?        

3. “I know I was aiming right. I know that the bullet was a killer. So why aren’t 

you dead?” According to St. John Paul II’s longtime personal secretary and friend, 

Stanislaus Dziwisz, those words of the Pope’s would-be assassin had a profound effect 

on the Pope. He said that John Paul “carried [those words] around with him for years, 

pondering [them] over and over again.” Those words were a confirmation for the Pope 

that the Lord had spared his life through the intercession of Our Lady, and they surely 

deepened his gratitude for the gift of his life. What words or event in your life 

might you ponder over and over again to deepen your gratitude to God for  

his goodness to you?

Step 4
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
4. Saint John Paul II said five days after being attacked, “I am praying for the brother 

who wounded me and whom I sincerely forgive.” Now, sometimes in the news, to the 

amazement of our secular society, Christians share that they forgive the killers of one 

of their loved ones. Of course, as Christians we’re called to forgive our enemies and 

those who hurt us, yet, at the same time, Christians sometimes say, “I could never do 

that. If that happened to me or my family, I could never forgive that person.” How do 

we become the kind of people who would be ready to forgive those who hurt us or 

our family members? For instance, how might we begin to pray in order to grow 

in having a spirit of forgiveness? What little things can we begin to forgive more 

readily in preparation to forgive the bigger things?        

5. Even before he read the Third Secret of Fatima about “the bishop dressed in white,” 

Pope John Paul II was convinced that Our Lady of Fatima had spared his life. Why? 

Well, the May 13th anniversary of the first apparition of Fatima had a lot to do with it. 

For him, it was not a mere coincidence. The anniversary date spoke to him. Can you 

think of a time in your life when God spoke to you through an anniversary or a 

significant date? What was the date, and what do you think God was saying to you 

through it?  

6. The secret of Divine Mercy is the power of God’s love to bring not only good out 

of evil but an even greater good out of evil. It’s the truth that should prevent us from 

ever despairing, because no matter how great the darkness of our sins, God can still 

bring not just good but an even greater good if we turn away from sin and place our 

trust in him. Share one time in your life when God brought not only good but 

an even greater good out of some evil or seemingly hopeless situation.

Step 4
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7. The secret of Divine Mercy was at work in the midst of the evils and horrors 

of the Second World War and the brutality of the Soviet Union. Of course, God 

tried to prevent all those evils in the first place by sending Our Lady of Fatima 

to try to inspire people to convert and pray. But apparently not enough people 

were inspired. Nevertheless, once the evils came, God brought good out of them 

through the blood of the martyrs, and it’s their blood that gives us the present 

time of mercy in the Church. What sacrifices or suffering have you undergone 

to help bring about a greater good for another person? Or what sufferings 

has someone else accepted out of love for you to bring a greater good in 

your life?

8. Saint John Paul II was not killed by an assassin’s bullet, but he became a martyr 

nonetheless through the way he bore illness and old age as he carried the weight of 

the world for twenty-six long years as pope. In fact, according to papal biographer 

George Weigel, John Paul’s last months and painful death were “his last and 

greatest encyclical,” which showed us how to suffer with love for others in union 

with Christ. How has St. John Paul II’s example of suffering helped you? 

Which crosses in your life will you try to bear with more love? For whom or 

for what will you offer them?   

Homework: Don’t forget to read and reflect on all 
the questions that you don’t cover during your 
small-group discussion!

SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
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Step 5 CONCLUSION 
There’s a lot to think about in today’s session. May each one of us take a little 

extra time to ponder the wonder of Fatima and the remarkable events surrounding 

St. John Paul II’s early days as pope. Now, there’s still a lot more to come with 

St. John Paul II and the unfolding work of God’s mercy over the past century.

Heavenly Father,  

just as we have been disobedient to you,  

we now receive mercy because you are full of mercy,  

even toward those who have rejected you.  

How can we fathom the depths  

of your riches and wisdom and knowledge?  

Your ways truly are unsearchable  

and your judgments are beyond our scrutiny.  

We cannot know your mind.  

We cannot presume to question your ways.  

Your gifts to us are more than we can ever repay.  

For from you and through you and to you  

are ascribed all things.  

To you be glory for ever. 

 Amen. 
         — Adapted from Romans 11:30-36 

The Secret of Divine Mercy

CLOSING PRAYER
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