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INTRODUCTION
Over the past few sessions, we’ve covered the historical tapestry of God’s 

mercy, an interweaving of the events at Fatima, the life of St. Faustina 

Kowalska, the att empted assassination of Pope John Paul II, the sacrifi ces and 

suff ering of the nation of Poland, and so much more. Now, we’ll look more 

closely at John Paul’s pivotal role in international events that once again show 

us God’s amazing mercy at work.  

OPENING PRAYER

Step 1

us God’s amazing mercy at work.  

OPENING PRAYERStep 2
Hail Mary, 

beloved Daughter of the Eternal Father! 

Hail Mary, admirable Mother of the Son! 

Hail Mary, faithful spouse of the Holy Spirit! … 

Destroy in us all that may be displeasing to God; 

place and cultivate in us everything that is pleasing to you. 

May the light of your faith 

dispel the darkness of our minds; 

may your profound humility take the place of our pride; 

may your sublime contemplation 

check the distractions of our wandering imaginations.

Do all that you do in our souls, 

so that you alone may fully glorify Jesus in us 

for time and eternity. 

Amen.
     — Adapted from a Marian prayer of St. Louis de Montfort

VIEW VIDEO FOR EPISODE 8Step 3
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SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
[Go over these questions in your small group. It’s alright if your group only gets 
through a few of them during your discussion.]

1. What was your favorite part from the video? In other words, what most 
touched your heart or enlightened your mind?

2. Saint John Paul II consecrated himself totally to Jesus through Mary at a young 

age, and then he took his consecration very seriously. For instance, he renewed it 

every day, wrote the consecration prayer “totus tuus” (“totally yours”) at the top of 

many of his handwritt en pages, and prayed brief prayers of entrustment to Jesus 

through Mary throughout the day. What are your favorite brief prayers that you 

try to pray in the midst of your day? 

 3. As an Archbishop, Karol Wojtyla chose as his episcopal coat of arms a golden 

cross with the lett er “M” on the lower right, which represents the Gospel of John 

19:26-27. Th en, at the bott om of the coat of arms, he chose as his mott o “totus 

tuus.” If you were to make a coat of arms for yourself, what would it look like? 

How would it refl ect the people or things most important to you? If you were 

to ch oose a motto, what would it be? 

4. Again, St. John Paul II consecrated himself to Jesus through Mary at a young age, 

and it had a profound eff ect on his life. In fact, he called his consecration “a decisive 

turning point” in his life. What does it mean for you (or what would it mean for 

you) to consecrate yourself totally to Jesus through Mary?

5. Pope John Paul II’s fi rst two att empts at consecrating the world and Russia to 

Mary’s Immaculate Heart were not completely successful. One reason had to do with 

his physical health. Th e other had to do with gett ing the invitations out too late. (And 

maybe also the people he was trying to invite were not as interested in it as he was.) 

Nevertheless, the Pope didn’t give up. In fact, for the third time, he made sure the 

invitations went out on time, and he studied the situation even more carefully. Have 

you ever wanted to do some project or good work for the Lord and his people but 

didn’t do it or complete it because obstacles arose? What was it? Is it possible 

to somehow try it again, maybe by using a diff erent strategy or modifying the 

project itself so it can be a success? What might you do?

Step 4
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God’s Master Plan

SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
6. On its surface, it seems that St. John Paul II’s visit to Fatima, Portugal, on May 

13, 1982 was a failure. Aft er all, it was there in Portugal that he had wanted to 

consecrate Russia and the whole world to Mary’s Immaculate Heart in union with 

all the bishops. But it didn’t work out because, again, the invitations went out too 

late. Despite that failure, there was at least one signifi cant victory: Th e Pope gave to 

the world what is possibly his most insightful message about Marian consecration, 

a message in which he tells us what it essentially means. Specifi cally, he said, 

“Consecrating ourselves to Mary means to accept her help to off er ourselves and 

the whole of mankind to he who is holy,” to he who is “Love itself, merciful Love.” 

According to the Pope, Marian consecration means “drawing near, through the 

Mother’s intercession to the very Fountain of Life that sprang from Golgotha,” the 

“Fountain of Merciful Love,” as he called it later. So, we need Mary’s help to off er 

ourselves to Merciful Love. We need her prayers to draw near to Jesus’ pierced side, 

the Fountain of Mercy. Well, how have you experienced this motherly help to 

accept God’s mercy in the past? Or what specifi c graces of mercy would you 

like her help accepting in the future? 

7. Less than seven months aft er St. John Paul II successfully consecrated Russia and 

the world in union with the bishops of the world, Blessed Jerzy Popieluszko, the 

famous chaplain of the Solidarity Labor Union, was martyred by Soviet secret police. 

His martyrdom then galvanized the supporters of Solidarity and eventually helped 

inspire them to take bold action, action that quickly brought down Communism in 

Poland, the rest of Europe, and fi nally in Russia itself. 

Now, at the time of Popieluszko’s death, many might have seen his death not as a 

victory for Solidarity but rather for the Soviets. However, as we now know, by killing 

Popieluszko, the Soviets basically sealed their own fate. So it 

is in the Christian life: Th e acceptance of suff ering and death 

in faith leads to the glory of the Resurrection. Now, can you 

think of a dying in your own life (for instance, a failure or 

a loss) that later led to life and the glory of God?

SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION
6.

Step 4
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8. God’s master plan seems to be for the whole Church to recognize and make the 

connection between the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

In other words, in all hearts, he wants there to be devotion to the Immaculate 

Heart of Mary alongside devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus. 

Now, the Lord had wanted to make this connection for the world through 

the Triumph of the Immaculate Heart that would have resulted had Russia been 

consecrated back in 1917. But that didn’t work out (humanity didn’t adequately 

respond), so God’s glorious “Plan B” kicked in, a plan that raised up from the ashes 

of World War II and Communism a man who unites in himself the Immaculate 

Heart and the Sacred Heart as a triumph of Divine Mercy, namely, St. John Paul 

II. Also, this was a plan that now gives us a time of mercy from the blood of 

more martyrs than all centuries combined. Alright, so having heard much  of 

the Second Greatest Story Ever Told, in your own words, try to explain the 

connection between the Immaculate Heart of Mary and the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus in this time of mercy. In other words, can you describe how the Triumph 

of Mary’s Immaculate Heart is really the Triumph of Divine Mercy? 

Homework: Don’t forget to read and refl ect on all 
the questions that you don’t cover during your 
small-group discussion!

SMALL-GROUP DISCUSSION Step 4

Session 8   |  God’s Master Plan



Step 5 CONCLUSION 
We’ve seen yet again how the setbacks and accomplishments of the past 100 years 

have brought clarity and fulfi llment to the prophetic message of Fatima. Among 

the many lessons for us to learn, we can see how the people of God have played 

key roles in fulfi lling the purposes of God. And we’ll see a dramatic example of 

that truth in our next session.

                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     
                                                                                     

I belong totally to you, Mother of God, 

and all that I have is yours. 

I take you for my all. 

O Mary, give me your heart.

— Adapted from one of 

Karol Wojtyla’s favorite prayers

CLOSING PRAYER

God’s Master Plan
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NOTES
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